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Queries and Answers 

M. S. — I do not remember ever seeing any account of 
the giving of a war dance by the Indians of Georgia, in honor 
of General Oglethorpe. Is there a record of any such cere- 
mony? 

There is. The incident is related in an interesting narra- 
tive of "A Voyage to Georgia, Begun in the Year 173S," by 
Francis Moore, Keeper of Stores, by appointment of the Trus- 
tees, in which he described the performance given at Frederica. 
He wrote : "Next day, being the 26th, the Indians arrived, and 
camped by themselves near the town, and made a war dance, 
to which Mr. Oglethorpe went, and all the people. They made 
a ring, in the middle of which four sat down, having little 
drums made of kettles, covered with deer skins, upon which 
they beat and sung ; round them the others danced, being naked 
to their waists, and round their middles many trinkets tied with 
skins, and some with the tails of beasts hanging down behind 
them. They painted their faces and bodies, and their hair 
was stuck with feathers ; in one hand they had a rattle, in the 
other hand the feathers of an eagle, made up like the caduceus 
of Mercury ; they shook these wings and the rattle, and danced 
round the ring with high bounds and antic postures, looking 
much like the figures of the satyrs. They showed great ac- 
tivity, and kept just time in their motions, and at certain times 
answered by way of chorus to those that sat in the middle of 
the ring. They stopt, and then stood out one of the chief war- 
riors, who sung what wars he had been in, and described (by 
actions as well as by words) which way he had vanquished the 
enemies of his country. When he had done, all the rest gave a 
shout of approbation, as knowing what he said to be true." 



R. S. G. — I have always wondered why the business of 
raising silk in Georgia was abandoned. I know the general 
impression is that it did not pay ; but it seems to me that after 
all is said, the experiment never had a complete trial, and the 
discouragement was too readily yielded to. I have also won- 
dered whether the quality of the silk raised was of the finest. 
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Can you throw any light on this point? 

It is doubtless true that the quality of the silk produced in 
the Colony had nothing to do with the failure to keep up the 
industry. There are many statements extant showing that it 
was as good as any raised in any country. Among them we 
copy the following for the benefit of our correspondent : 

"King Street, Cheap Side, Jan. i6, 1739-40. 
"To Mr. Harman Verelst: 

"Sir, — ^The silk you was so kind to send to have my opin- 
ion of is as good a quality, in all appearance, as any we have 
from Italy ; it is already as well sorted as it can be ; indeed the 
finer the more valuable, as it is so well cleaned. 

"The price of raw silk is variable, but at present being 
dear, I think the greatest part of it is worth twenty shillings 
per pound. 

"I am, sir, your most humble serv't, 

"JOHN ZACHARY." 



